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2018 SEASON CALENDAR

FEBRUARY
Recital One 
Tamara-Anna Cislowska (Piano) 
Sunday 18 February
Wesley Music Centre, 3pm

ActewAGL Llewellyn One 
Wednesday 21 February
Thursday 22 February
Llewellyn Hall, ANU, 7.30pm
Pre-concert talk 6.45pm

Strings in the Salon: Summer
Sunday 25 February
Hotel Hotel, NewActon, 1pm

MARCH
Symphony in the Park 
CSO Killer Queen Symphony
Sunday 11 March 2018 
Stage 88, Commonwealth Park  
7.30pm, BYO picnic, free event

APRIL
Recital Two  
Phoebe Russell (Double Bass) 
Sunday 29 April
Wesley Music Centre, 3pm

MAY
ActewAGL Llewellyn Two
Wednesday 2 May
Thursday 3 May
Llewellyn Hall, ANU, 7.30pm
Pre-concert talk 6.45pm 

Australian Series 
Pictures at an Exhibition 
Thursday 17 May
Gordon Darling Hall,  
National Portrait Gallery, 6.30pm

Strings in the Salon: Autumn
Sunday 27 May
Hotel Hotel, NewActon, 1pm

JUNE
CSO Opera Gala  
Love and Lust
Saturday 9 June
Llewellyn Hall, ANU, 7.30pm

JULY
Recital Three
Dimity Hall (Violin) & Julian Smiles (Cello) 
Sunday 15 July
Wesley Music Centre, 3pm 

ActewAGL Llewellyn Three  
Wednesday 18 July
Thursday 19 July
Llewellyn Hall, ANU, 7.30pm
Pre-concert talk 6.45pm 

Strings in the Salon: Winter
Sunday 22 July
Monster Salon and Dining Rooms, 
NewActon, 1pm

AUGUST
Australian Series 
Reimaginings
Thursday 30 August
Gordon Darling Hall,  
National Portrait Gallery, 6.30pm 

SEPTEMBER
Recital Four
Nick Russoniello (Saxophone)
Sunday 2 September
Wesley Music Centre, 3pm 

ActewAGL Llewellyn Four  
Wednesday 5 September
Thursday 6 September
Llewellyn Hall, ANU, 7.30pm
Pre-concert talk 6.45pm

Strings in the Salon: Spring
Sunday 16 September
Hotel Hotel, NewActon, 1pm

OCTOBER
Canberra Weekly Matinee Magic  
Divas and Crooners 
Saturday 20 October
Llewellyn Hall, ANU, 2pm

Australian Series
Triple Concerto
Thursday 25 October
Gordon Darling Hall,  
National Portrait Gallery, 6.30pm

NOVEMBER
Recital Five 
Grace Clifford (Violin)
Sunday 4 November
Wesley Music Centre, 3pm 

ActewAGL Llewellyn Five
Wednesday 7 November 
Thursday 8 November
Llewellyn Hall, ANU, 7.30pm
Pre-concert talk 6.45pm

DECEMBER
Shell Prom 
Summer and Song
Saturday 1 December
The Gardens of Government House, 6pm
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Dear Friends

Together with the musicians and management of the 
Canberra Symphony Orchestra, it gives me great pleasure  
to introduce our 2018 season. 

We look forward to sharing with you a vibrant series of 
concerts that will invigorate your senses, elevate your spirits 
and open your hearts to a transcendent world of exquisite 
beauty, expressed through music.

Over five extraordinary concerts, the ActewAGL Llewellyn 
Series will present inspirational symphonic masterpieces  
by Beethoven and Shostakovich, exquisite and extraordinary 
creations by Elgar and Ravel, Berlioz’s revolutionary 
masterpiece Symphonie fantastique, and the intoxicating 
symphonic dances from Bernstein’s West Side Story.

We invite you to revel in an outstanding line up of Australian 
soloists in sensational concertos and solo recitals, and to  
be transformed by the breadth of their artistry in more 
intimate settings. 

In particular, I am delighted to introduce our inaugural  
Artist-in-Focus, the outstanding cellist, Julian Smiles.  
One of the country’s most versatile performers, Julian is  
a dear friend to the CSO and a wonderful colleague who  
will inspire all of us with his consummate musicianship.

The CSO’s passionate advocacy for Australian music is 
showcased in the already celebrated and highly popular 
Australian Series—three intimate and accessible hour-long 
programs for ensembles in the National Portrait Gallery, 
curated by Dr Matthew Hindson AM. 

As always, our Saturday Series of concerts promises a 
diverse range of music from the magnificent Opera Gala,  
to the popular party mood of the Canberra Weekly Matinee 
Magic, and the family-friendly Shell Prom in the picturesque 
gardens of Government House.

I warmly invite you to join us in 2018 on an exciting and 
wide-ranging journey of exceptional music making, where 
together we will share a passion for the profound joy and 
exquisite beauty of music that enriches and sustains  
our lives.

NICHOLAS MILTON AM 
CHIEF CONDUCTOR & ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Artistic patronage ActewAGL
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CSO Artist-in-Focus

The CSO unveils an exciting new Artist-
in-Focus initiative in 2018, which will 
showcase the artistry and virtuosity of 
an extraordinary musician in concerto, 
chamber music and recital performances 
throughout the year.

We are thrilled to launch this concept 
featuring the celebrated Australian cellist, 
Julian Smiles. Recognised as one of the 
nation’s leading cellists, Julian enjoys 
a successful international career as a 
celebrated chamber musician and soloist.

Born in Canberra, Julian studied cello with Nelson Cooke 
at the Canberra School of Music and received his early 
orchestral experience with the CSO. Over the course of his 
career, Julian has occupied many of the most prestigious 
positions in the Australian classical music scene and is 
currently cellist with the Australia Ensemble and the  
Goldner String Quartet. 

Julian is a gifted teacher and mentor, tutoring young 
musicians at the Australian National Academy of Music  
and the Australian Youth Orchestra. He holds the position  
of Lecturer in Cello at the Sydney Conservatorium of Music.

Please join us for what will be a fascinating, in-depth and 
revelatory musical adventure that will see Julian perform in 
the ActewAGL Llewellyn Series as well as in the Australian  
Series and Recital Series.

2018 ARTIST-IN-FOCUS
JULIAN SMILES
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WELCOME TO THE CSO IN 2018
At the CSO we believe that life is 
better with music. It is our voice in love, 
heartbreak, joy and wonder; it is the 
universal language that expresses the 
inexpressible.

We all have this connection to music, and 
through a live performance it is amplified 
a thousandfold as we share a unique 
and exhilarating moment in time with 
our fellow human beings. There really is 
nothing like being there.  

In the same way that attending a sporting 
match is a very different experience to 
watching it on TV, so attending a live 
music concert and witnessing the artists 
in the act of creating, brings you a totally 
different experience to listening to the 
music on your stereo—no matter how  
good your sound system!  

At the CSO, we create those exquisite 
moments in time that inspire and heal.  
We celebrate the best of human endeavour 
through music when we come together 
and share beauty and joy.  

SEASON HIGHLIGHTS 
By popular demand, the flagship ActewAGL Llewellyn Series 
expands in 2018 to feature five concerts, with a compelling 
mix of orchestral masterworks alongside new pieces, 
such as Australian composer Paul Stanhope’s response 
to Indigenous music making in central Arnhem Land. Our 
guest artists and conductors include rising stars and beloved 
legends, with a diverse range of solo instruments featuring 
across the season.

Not sure about committing to a full-on symphony concert? 
Our Australian Series at the National Portrait Gallery is a 
bite-sized event that pairs art with music, just as you would 
a quality wine with fine food. Curated and compered by 
Australian composer Dr Matthew Hindson AM, your ticket 
also gets you in to the current exhibition straight after  
the concert.

To get closer to the artists, each of the soloists in the  
five ActewAGL Llewellyn Series concerts also performs 
in a Sunday afternoon recital—an intimate and personal 
hour-long concert and discussion. In 2018 the Recital Series 
moves to Wesley Music Centre and afternoon tea is included 
in the ticket price.

Meanwhile the Saturday Series offers varied and popular 
content and has something for everyone. Our Opera Gala 
features rising stars from Pacific Opera sing songs of love, 
lust and tragedy, while the Canberra Weekly Matinee Magic 
concert will be all about getting that symphonic swing 
on. Our hugely popular Shell Prom will again be staged 
in the gardens of Government House, and is a relaxed, 
family friendly event for all ages. After 35 years of holding 
this concert in February, we’re moving the Shell Prom to 
December—a perfect way to close our season and celebrate 
the beginning of summer!

Among our community offerings, the CSO is proud to  
be working with the ACT Government to deliver another 
brilliant Symphony in the Park concert to celebrate Canberra 
Day. In 2018 this free picnic concert event is a Queen tribute 
show and is guaranteed to have you rocking. 

As you’ll see in this brochure and on our website, in 2018 we 
are also expanding our education program and taking music 
across the community and region so everyone has a chance 
to connect with music.

Everything you need to know about CSO 2018 concerts  
and tickets is in this brochure and on our website  
(cso.org.au). You can also call us at CSO Direct on  
02 6262 6772 and we can help you design your own 
program of musical happiness.  

In 2018 we invite you to celebrate, be thrilled and to make 
your life better through music with the CSO. Will you create 
your own special moment in time? 

AIR CHIEF MARSHAL SIR ANGUS HOUSTON AK, AFC (RET’D), CHAIR 
OF THE CSO, AND SARAH KIMBALL, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER CSO 
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The flagship of the CSO’s annual concert 
season, our ActewAGL Llewellyn Series 
presents an eclectic mix of symphonic 
masterworks with diverse soloists and 
compositions that will create evenings 
of music like you’ve never experienced 
before. We travel from Australian composer 
Paul Stanhope’s personal response to 
the rich tradition of Indigenous music 
making in Arnhem Land, to New York City 
and the menacing rhythms and pulses of 
Bernstein’s West Side Story.

ACTEWAGL 
LLEWELLYN 

SERIES
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Wednesday 21 February
Thursday 22 February
Llewellyn Hall, ANU, 7.30pm
Pre-concert talk 6.45pm

Dane Lam Conductor
Tamara-Anna Cislowska Piano

CARL VINE: Microsymphony
PROKOFIEV: Piano Concerto No. 2 in G minor, op. 16
KATS-CHERNIN: Alexander Rag
SHOSTAKOVICH: Symphony No. 9 in E flat major, op. 70

The opening concert of the 2018 ActewAGL Llewellyn Series 
welcomes rising Australian guest conductor Dane Lam and 
presents a stimulating program of orchestral masterworks. 
Carl Vine’s terse and dynamic Microsymphony provides a 
vibrant reflection on transformation. The sensational Piano 
Concerto No. 2 by Prokofiev is a hair-raising, adrenalin-
fueled work, which acclaimed soloist Tamara-Anna 
Cislowska will conquer with mastery. Commissioned by 
the Soviet state to commemorate victory over Germany, 
Shostakovich’s Symphony No. 9 is the antithesis of the 
anticipated majestic ode to military triumph—it expresses 
sardonic humour and irony rather than heroism. This perfect 
classical symphony is a playful and lively work loved by 
musicians and audiences alike.

ACTEWAGL  
LLEWELLYN  
ONE

NEW IN 2018 the ActewAGL 
Llewellyn Series extends to 
five concerts across the year! 
Two performances per concert 
means you can find a date 
that suits your diary. Whether 
you are 8 or 80, want to dress 
up or down, are a classical 
music connoisseur or novice, 
this Series is the perfect, big 
orchestra experience, and a 
great mid-week treat for  
the soul.
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Wednesday 2 May
Thursday 3 May
Llewellyn Hall, ANU, 7.30pm
Pre-concert talk 6.45pm

Johannes Fritzsch Conductor 
Phoebe Russell Double Bass

VAUGHAN WILLIAMS: Fantasia on a Theme  
by Thomas Tallis
VAŇHAL: Double Bass Concerto in D major
STANHOPE: Morning Star
BEETHOVEN: Symphony No. 2 in D major, op. 36

The CSO is delighted to welcome soloist Phoebe Russell, 
recently returned to Australia after working in the 
Berlin Philharmonic, to play Jan Křtitel Vaňhal’s elegant 
and charming concerto, full of drama and excitement. 
Distinguished conductor Johannes Fritzsch leads the 
orchestra in Vaughan Williams’ Tallis Fantasia. This 
complex web of folksong, hymnal and mystic atmosphere 
creates a temporal bridge between the Tudors and modern 
England, translating the sounds of choral music into a 
string orchestra. Then we travel to the Northern Territory 
with Australian composer Paul Stanhope; Morning Star is a 
personal response to the rich tradition of Indigenous music 
making in central Arnhem Land. The program concludes 
with Beethoven’s Symphony No. 2, one of his most 
energetic, cheerful and outgoing works.

Wednesday 18 July
Thursday 19 July
Llewellyn Hall, ANU, 7.30pm
Pre-concert talk 6.45pm

Nicholas Milton AM Conductor 
Artistic patronage ActewAGL

Dimity Hall Violin, Julian Smiles Cello, Piers Lane Piano
Julian Smiles is 2018 CSO Artist-in-Focus

BRAHMS: Academic Festival Overture, op. 80
BEETHOVEN: Triple Concerto for Violin, Cello  
and Piano in C major, op. 56
ELGAR: Variations on an Original Theme Enigma, op. 36

Brahms’ Academic Festival Overture exudes lyrical warmth, 
excitement and humour in his boisterous homage to student 
drinking songs, dressed in the rigorous formality of German 
romanticism. The festivities continue with Beethoven’s 
unique masterpiece, the Triple Concerto. Utmost virtuosity 
and intimate teamwork are demanded of the soloists in a 
complex interplay between trio and orchestra. This piece 
features 2018 Artist-in-Focus Julian Smiles on cello, joined 
by acclaimed musicians Dimity Hall (violin) and Piers Lane 
(piano). The glorious and endearing Enigma Variations by 
Elgar depict a majestic series of character portraits. Each 
variation illustrates one of Elgar’s family members or friends 
in a musical cryptogram that draws inspiration from lost 
loves, barking bulldogs and the composer’s toughest critics.

ACTEWAGL  
LLEWELLYN  
TWO

ACTEWAGL  
LLEWELLYN  
THREE
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Wednesday 5 September
Thursday 6 September
Llewellyn Hall, ANU, 7.30pm
Pre-concert talk 6.45pm

Nicholas Milton AM Conductor 
Artistic patronage ActewAGL

Nick Russoniello Saxophone

COPLAND: Fanfare for the Common Man
DEBUSSY: Rhapsody for Alto Saxophone and Orchestra
MILHAUD: Scaramouche: Suite for saxophone  
and orchestra, op. 165c
RAVEL: Bolero
BERLIOZ: Symphonie fantastique, op. 14

Celebrating the 100th anniversary year of the death of 
Claude Debussy, this concert is a feast of music including 
some of the most extraordinary and influential French 
works in the orchestral repertoire. Debussy’s proficiency in 
achieving exotic timbres within the orchestra is used with 
great effect in his Rhapsody; weaving gorgeous sound 
fabrics, saxophone soloist Nick Russoniello will entrance 
you with his artistry. The relentless, hypnotic siren call of 
Ravel’s Bolero unfolds with increasingly rich combinations 
of orchestral colour until it reaches its electrifying climax. 
The evening concludes with Hector Berlioz’s Symphonie 
fantastique, a psychedelic, opium-induced dream of morbid 
fantasies, unrequited love and a dance with the devil. It’s an 
epic orchestral fantasy that forever changed the landscape 
of symphonic music.

Wednesday 7 November
Thursday 8 November
Llewellyn Hall, ANU, 7.30pm
Pre-concert talk 6.45pm

Nicholas Milton AM Conductor 
Artistic patronage ActewAGL

Grace Clifford Violin

TCHAIKOVSKY: Romeo and Juliet Overture
BARBER: Violin Concerto, op. 14
BERNSTEIN: Symphonic Dances from West Side Story

Tragic love bookends the final ActewAGL Llewellyn 
concert for 2018. Tchaikovsky’s tortured personal life 
and Shakespeare’s romantic tragedy collide to produce 
a perfectly constructed, magical fantasy piece. Samuel 
Barber’s glorious blend of melancholic and heart-tugging 
beauty, soaring lyricism and dazzling sheen provides the 
perfect showcase for Grace Clifford, the 2014 ABC Young 
Performer of the Year. The evening concludes with a 
centenary celebration of legendary American composer, 
Leonard Bernstein, with his Symphonic Dances from West 
Side Story. This epic work transplants Shakespeare’s tragic 
feud to an eclectic postwar urban soundscape, with vibrant 
instrumental combinations and a huge percussion section 
bringing to life the urgent, menacing rhythms and pulses of 
West Side Story.

ACTEWAGL  
LLEWELLYN  
FOUR

ACTEWAGL  
LLEWELLYN  
FIVE
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RECITAL ONE
TAMARA-ANNA CISLOWSKA (PIANO)

Sunday 18 February 
Wesley Music Centre, 3.00pm

SATIE: Gnossienne No. 1
KATS-CHERNIN: Unsent Love Letters 
SATIE: Gnossienne No. 3
KATS-CHERNIN: Absynthe Cocktail
SATIE: Gnossienne No. 5
KATS-CHERNIN: Biqui
LISZT: Funerailles
LISZT: Die Loreley
LISZT: Hungarian Rhapsody No. 6

RECITAL TWO
PHOEBE RUSSELL (DOUBLE BASS)

Sunday 29 April
Wesley Music Centre, 3.00pm

BOTTESINI: Introduzione e Bolero
BRAHMS: Cello Sonata No. 1 in E minor, op. 38
GLIÉRE: Intermezzo and Tarantella

RECITAL THREE
DIMITY HALL (VIOLIN), JULIAN SMILES (CELLO)

Sunday 15 July
Wesley Music Centre, 3.00pm

BACH: Suite for Solo Cello No. 1 in G major
EDWARDS: Ecstatic Dance for Violin and Cello
BLOCH: Suite No. 1 for Solo Cello
HINDSON: New work for Violin and Cello (world premiere) 
RAVEL: Sonata for Violin and Cello
Julian Smiles is 2018 CSO Artist-in-Focus

RECITAL FOUR
NICK RUSSONIELLO (SAXOPHONE)

Sunday 2 September
Wesley Music Centre, 3.00pm

TELEMANN: Fantasia No.1 in A major
RUSSONIELLO: Dawn Searching the New South 
C.P.E BACH: Sonata in A minor
RUSSONIELLO: Megalania (The Lizard Monster)
BRITTEN: Six Metamorphoses After Ovid
RUSSONIELLO: Fox (A tribute to Jimi Hendrix)

RECITAL FIVE
GRACE CLIFFORD (VIOLIN)

Sunday 4 November
Wesley Music Centre, 3.00pm

BRAHMS: Sonatensatz (Scherzo from F-A-E Sonata)
DEBUSSY: Violin Sonata in G minor
SCHUMANN: Sonata for Violin and Piano No. 2  
in D minor, op.121

RECITAL SERIES  
It’s intimate, relaxed and all 
about you getting closer to the 
music and our talented soloists 
from the ActewAGL Llewellyn 
Series concerts. Each recital is 
programmed by the featured 
musician to showcase their 
instrument, and each event 
includes afternoon tea, where 
you can chat with the artist.  
In 2018 the Recital Series 
moves to Wesley Music Centre, 
Forrest at 3pm. You’ll be home 
before dark!
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SATURDAY  
SERIES
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SATURDAY  
SERIES

Our Saturday Series offers varied and 
popular content and has something for 
everyone. It kicks off on 9 June with our 
Opera Gala, which features rising stars in 
Pacific Opera singing songs of love, lust and 
tragedy. Next up is the Canberra Weekly 
Matinee Magic on 20 October, which boasts 
a fantastic afternoon of symphonic swing. 
We dare you to stay seated! Then on  
1 December the Shell Prom opens the 
summer with a picnic symphony in the 
stunning gardens of Government House.  
So get a group of friends and family 
together and start your summer season 
with a chilled afternoon of popular classics.
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OPERA GALA 

LOVE AND LUST
Saturday 9 June
Llewellyn Hall, ANU, 7.30pm

Simon Kenway Conductor
Soloists from Pacific Opera

You can’t afford to miss this year’s Opera Gala, which 
features Australia’s finest young singers from Pacific Opera 
singing arias, ensembles, and directed scenes from operas 
such as Mozart’s Don Giovanni, Beethoven’s Fidelio, Verdi’s 
Rigoletto and Tchaikovsky’s Eugene Onegin. This beautiful 
program is conducted by Simon Kenway and guarantees 
you a very special Saturday night!
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CANBERRA WEEKLY MATINEE MAGIC 

DIVAS AND 
CROONERS
Saturday 20 October
Llewellyn Hall, ANU, 7.30pm

Marc Taddei Conductor
Jacqueline Hamilton and Rod Gilbert Soloists

It don’t mean a thing if it ain’t got that symphonic swing! 
That’s our new mantra for our 2018 Matinee Magic 
concert, which is when our musicians let their hair down 
and channel their inner groove. With hits like Straighten 
Up and Fly Right, Autumn Leaves and Don’t Get Around 
Much Anymore, this is Canberra’s very own Saturday 
afternoon symphonic big band spectacular!

SHELL PROM 

SUMMER  
AND SONG
Saturday 1 December 
Lawns of Government House, 6pm
Gates open at 4.45pm.  
Please allow time for bags to be security checked.

Guy Noble Conductor
Morgan Balfour Soprano

Bring your friends and family and enjoy our hugely 
popular Shell Prom in the stunning gardens of 
Government House. A perennial favourite on Canberra’s 
musical calendar, this concert is a great way to enjoy 
beautiful music in a relaxed, family friendly environment. 
Enjoy your picnic, stretched out under the trees and 
launch your summer season in style! 
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Enjoy music? Like art? How about the two 
together? The Australian Series sees CSO 
musicians and outstanding Australian 
instrumentalists perform three different, one-
hour concerts. Each offers cutting-edge, classical 
Australian composition, tailored to create a 
musical landscape for three exhibitions at the 
National Portrait Gallery. Each concert is unique 
and compelling, with the audience invited to 
take a private tour of the featured exhibition 
straight afterwards. Curated and compered 
by Dr Matthew Hindson AM, an Australian 
composer and Deputy Head of School at the 
Sydney Conservatorium of Music, every concert 
includes at least one world premiere. 

AUSTRALIAN  
SERIES

PRESENTED BY SINGAPORE AIRLINES
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Image: Feather and the Goddess Pool, 2014 by Natalie Grono
People’s Choice winner of the NPPP2015

REIMAGININGS
FINESSE: CONTEMPORARY WOMEN  
ARTISTS CONSIDER AUSTRALIAN HISTORY

Thursday 30 August
Gordon Darling Hall, NPG, 6.30–7.30pm

Julian Smiles Cello
CSO 2018 Artist-in-Focus

Bernadette Harvey Piano

MIRIAM HYDE: Sonata in B minor for Viola and Piano 
arranged for Cello and Piano (1937) 
DON BANKS: Sequence for Solo Cello (1967)
New work for Solo Piano 
ELLA MACENS: Oh, Sister for Cello and Piano (2016–17) 
LEANNE BEAR: New work (new commission 2018)
CARL VINE: Strutt Sonata for Cello and Piano (2017) 

Considering tradition is fundamental for composers when 
they create new pieces of classical music; just as it is for 
contemporary visual artists. In this concert for cello and 
piano, contemporary composers respond with three new 
and very recent works to historically important pieces 
of Australian music for these instruments. This concert 
includes a new arrangement of a work written in 1937 
by the pioneering composer Miriam Hyde, who never 
received the attention she deserved, as well as a newly 
commissioned work by Canberra composer Leanne Bear.

Portrait of Bennilong, Native of New Holland c 1810
by an unknown artist
engraving
Collection: National Portrait Gallery, Canberra
Purchased with funds provided by Ross A Field 2008

PICTURES AT AN EXHIBITION
NATIONAL PHOTOGRAPHIC PORTRAIT PRIZE

Thursday 17 May
Gordon Darling Hall, NPG, 6.30–7.30pm

SCM Saxophone Orchestra
Michael Duke Conductor 

BRENTON BROADSTOCK: Aurora Australis  
(1988, new arrangement commissioned 2017)
MATTHEW ORLOVICH: Concertino for Saxophone and 
Saxophone Orchestra (new commission 2017–18) 
KATIA BEAUGEAIS: First Light at Uluru (2015) 
ELENA KATS-CHERNIN: Anna Magdalena’s Notebook
GABRIELLA VICI: Prelude, Idyll and Fugue 
NATALIE WILLIAMS: New work  
(commissioned 2017–18) 

We are all familiar with the sound of a standard 
orchestra, but what about one made up entirely of 
saxophones? In this program, the SCM Saxophone 
Orchestra explores new sounds, colours and 
instrumental combinations in a vibrant concert that  
will blow you away.
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Marcia Langton 2009
by Brook Andrew; printed by Trent Walter           
unique screenprint on paper
Collection: National Portrait Gallery, Canberra
Commissioned with funds provided by Marilyn Darling AC 2009

TRIPLE CONCERTO
PORTRAIT COMMISSIONS, CELEBRATING 20 YEARS

Thursday 25 October
Gordon Darling Hall, NPG, 6.30–7.30pm

Matthew Kneale Soloist (bassoonist from Arcadia Winds)
Meriel Owen: Soloist (harpist with the CSO)
David Rowden: Soloist (clarinettist with Omega Ensemble)

HOLLY HARRISON: New work for Bassoon and String 
Quartet (new commission, 2018) 
STUART GREENBAUM: New work for harp and string quintet 
(new commission from the CSO, 2018) 
CYRUS MEURANT: Concertino for Clarinet  
and String Quartet (2017) 

While music making is typically collaborative and done in a 
group, highlighting the brilliance of individual musicians can 
lead to thrilling results. In this most unusual concert, three 
of Australia’s outstanding musicians showcase just what 
they can do, and bring to the fore their superb musicality 
and virtuosity. Through their performances, these players 
will highlight the brilliance of three exciting Australian 
composers.

“I am delighted to welcome you to 
the second Australian Series, which 
again sees the National Portrait Gallery 
partner with the Canberra Symphony 
Orchestra. The visual arts and music are 
perfect partners. Artists working in both 
mediums have recourse to the same 
tools, for example colour, form, light and 
dark, harmony and discord, to create 
emotion and help us better understand 
the world around us. I hope that by 
putting music to art, and art to music, 
you will make exciting new connections 
in both.”
ANGUS TRUMBLE, DIRECTOR NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY
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STRINGS IN THE SALON
Salon music reached its apotheosis in 19th century Europe, with composers such as Chopin and 
Liszt associated with the style. Thanks to our hotel partner, the uber stylish Hotel Hotel, you can 
enjoy an intimate afternoon with small ensembles from the CSO. 

There are four concerts across the seasons and you can select from ticket options that include 
award-winning food from Monster or just sit back and enjoy the music.  

Details on the CSO Facebook page and website as well as the NewActon website  
(www.newacton.com.au).

Summer 25 February
Autumn 27 May
Winter 22 July
Spring 16 September
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SYMPHONY IN THE PARK  
CSO KILLER QUEEN  
SYMPHONY

Sunday 11 March 2018
Stage 88, Commonwealth Park, 7.30pm 
BYO picnic, free event

George Ellis Conductor
Featuring John Blunt and Killer Queen Experience

In 2018 we will rock you in the CSO Killer Queen Symphony—a free picnic concert at Stage 88, 
Commonwealth Park, as part of Canberra Day celebrations.

Following the huge success of last year’s Symphony in the Park BABBA concert, the CSO is 
teaming again with conductor George Ellis, this time featuring one of Australia’s finest tribute 
bands, Killer Queen Experience. John Blunt looks and sounds uncannily like Freddie Mercury,  
and the band is as authentic as they come. 

This entirely new production, created especially for Canberra, will have you dancing and  
singing along through two hours of the top hits from Queen. Get ready for Bohemian Rhapsody, 
Another One Bites the Dust, We Are the Champions and Under Pressure to name just a few.

As part of Canberra Day festivities, this show is free to everyone, courtesy of the  
ACT Government. So pack your picnic and grab a spot on the grounds in front of Stage 88 
—you won’t want to miss this night!

Presented by the ACT Government in conjunction  
with the Canberra Symphony Orchestra
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We are committed to providing 
programs that are inclusive and 
accessible. All of these activities 
are free of charge because 
everyone should be able to enjoy 
the thrill of being part of a live 
orchestra performance.
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COMMUNITY AND REGIONAL 
ENGAGEMENT
Music belongs in everyone’s life and the CSO plays an important part (no pun intended!) in bringing 
opportunities for music appreciation to the Canberra community and region. Every year our 
musicians travel from Llewellyn Hall to perform in schools for students with disabilities, community 
centres, hospital wards and aged care facilities. In 2018 we will be venturing beyond the ACT’s 
borders as new regional activities connect with the young and old in south east NSW. 

We are committed to providing programs that are inclusive and accessible. All of these activities 
are free of charge because everyone should be able to enjoy the thrill of being part of a live 
orchestra performance.

REDISCOVERING MUSIC 
Rediscovering Music is a unique program the CSO has developed that offers specially engineered, 
interactive chamber music concerts for people with hearing loss, and who usually use hearing aids 
or implants. The musicians use a small number of related instruments in a mini-concert. Listening 
skills are practised with the use of familiar music, which allows listeners to really appreciate the 
instruments and the music. Audiences can also interact with the instruments and chat with  
the players. 

PAINTING WITH PARKINSON’S 
Internationally recognised as one of the most effective art therapy programs for people with 
Parkinson’s, Painting with Parkinson’s pairs musicians with painters in the serene settings of 
the National Botanic Gardens. The program has become a profoundly rewarding relationship for 
artists and musicians, as it allows participants to express themselves through art. Our musicians 
collaborate with Painting with Parkinson’s artists at regular sessions once a month throughout  
the year.  

ACTEWAGL MEET THE MUSIC
Our ActewAGL Meet the Music concerts allows school students and teachers to get up close  
and personal with our musicians. For everyone from the seasoned concert-goer to the symphonic 
rookie, this program offers an inspired introduction to the world of orchestral music. 

HEARTSTRINGS 
Thanks to generous donations, the CSO offers free tickets to individuals and families who  
would love to come to a concert but can’t due to financial or social reasons. Donated tickets  
are distributed through community organisations and charities. HeartStrings is supported  
by CSO donors and the ACT Government.

MORE INFORMATION
To find out more about the CSO’s Community and Regional Engagement program, and ways  
you can support this important work, please contact us.

Tim Langford, Philanthropy (tim.langford@cso.org.au), or 
Frances Corkhill, Partnerships (frances.corkhill@cso.org.au)  
Phone 02 6247 9191
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The new CSO Education 
program will include free and 
paid education experiences 
with exciting new performance 
projects that will see CSO 
musicians in schools, 
collaborations with cultural 
institutions, and special 
activities that extend and 
advance the music education  
of dedicated young musicians  
in the community.
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EDUCATION 
There is compelling research that links a child’s educational outcomes to their exposure to music; 
the more a child engages with music when they’re young, the better their learning potential. 

The trick is to develop a music education program that engages children and young adults,  
that is accessible and fosters their ongoing engagement, whether as a musician or music lover.

Thanks to a generous donation from Mary and Brian Smith in 2016 (see story page 29),  
the CSO was able to establish the Education Giving Circle to support our education activities.  
This contribution, and the others it inspired, allowed us to engage Dr Anita Collins, an award-
winning educator, academic and researcher in music education, to review and reinvigorate  
our education program. 

“It has been an extraordinary experience to work with the CSO to reimagine their education 
program, and I’m excited to see it come to life,” said Anita.

“We have such a unique place in Australia with all of these iconic cultural institutions around us, 
but also being smaller as a city. This allows the CSO to create some truly innovative education 
experiences for students, to partner in a unique way with institutions, and to keep evolving the 
program very year. 

“I think it is also brilliant that the CSO will continually seek feedback and advice from a team 
of educators to make their program as targeted as possible to the needs of ACT and regional 
students and teachers.”

At the heart of our refreshed vision for music education opportunities is a commitment to provide 
inspiring and meaningful live orchestral experiences to students in the ACT and surrounding region 
throughout their school life: from preschool to year 12. 

This vision is built on a strong foundation of educational development, with curriculum interface, 
accessibility and ongoing engagement with students and teachers.

The new CSO Education program will include free and paid education experiences with exciting 
new performance projects that will see CSO musicians in schools, collaborations with cultural 
institutions, and special activities that extend and advance the music education of dedicated 
young musicians in the community.

EDUCATION GIVING CIRCLE
If you are interested in knowing more about our tax-deductible Education Giving Circle, we’d love  
to hear from you. Please contact Tim Langford, Philanthropy (tim.langford@cso.org.au)  
Phone 02 6247 9191

CSO EDUCATION

If your company is interested in supporting CSO Education activities please contact  
Frances Corkhill, Partnerships, (frances.corkhill@cso.org.au) 
Phone 02 6247 9191 

Dr Anita Collins is the Assistant Professor of Music and Arts Education  
at the University of Canberra.
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CSO FOUNDATION
The Canberra Symphony Orchestra has now established the CSO Foundation to receive, consolidate and 
distribute all donated funds and bequests to the CSO. 

The CSO Foundation will fund and support CSO activities on stage and across the community through 
orchestral and ensemble performances, education programs and community and regional initiatives. 

Guided by principles of sustainability and transparency, an independent council will oversee the CSO 
Foundation to ensure the fulfilment of donor’s intentions. Ultimately, it will help the CSO and supporters  
to achieve mutual goals.

Through the CSO Foundation, donors will ensure the sustainability and excellence of the organisation  
which will help the music sector in Canberra. A logical step for a forward-looking organisation, the  
CSO Foundation’s careful stewardship will build a bridge from the present to the future.

If you would like to know more about the CSO Foundation, please contact Tim Langford, Philanthropy  
(tim.langford@cso.org). 

Private giving—no matter how 
large or small—enables us to 
deliver inspiring orchestral 
performances to the entire 
community. With your support 
we can bring more joy, to 
more people, more often, 
through music. 
We would love to talk with you about ways  
you can invest in your passion for music with  
the CSO. Contact Tim Langford via email  
(tim.langford@cso.org) or phone (02 6247 9191).
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WHEN GIVING IS ITS OWN REWARD

Healthy relationships are important in our personal lives, 
and, as CSO donors Mary and Brian Smith discovered, just 
as important when it comes to philanthropy.

The couple’s early efforts to support classical music were 
less than fruitful. A donation to support a rising star was 
gratefully received, but Mary and Brian were then left to 
wonder how their star was rising, as communication with 
the institution where he was studying dried up. The couple’s 
next attempt faired little better, when a letter to an orchestra 
offering to donate didn’t even get a reply.

“On one hand, you have people trying to adjust the funding 
imbalance between sport and the performing arts,” said 
Brian, “and then you don’t even get a reply”.

Now living in Canberra, the couple decided to approach the 
CSO. They knew they wanted to support music education 
as they’d seen Don Burrows in action in Rockhampton 
mentoring jazz students, and Mary said they had “really 
enjoyed Nick Milton’s reports on the CSO’s education 
program, describing how the kids reacted to one of the 
programs. I thought this would be a really a good thing  
to do.” 

Mary and Brian said they have finally found “the right 
partner” and “really enjoy the great relationship we have 
with staff at the CSO”. 

The “family feeling and friendliness of the CSO and its 
team” are also a big drawcard for Jan and Paul Kriedemann, 
who have been contributing to the CSO for 20 years. Keen 
musicians since childhood and long-term fans of Nicholas 
Milton—they followed him when he played in the Macquarie 
Trio—the pair said that as pensioners their contributions are 
not grand, but they “give what they can” and that a concert 
is always the “highlight of that week”. “We’ve reaped a lot 
more than we’ve given”, said Jan.

As former choristers—Paul started as a 10-year-old with  
St John’s Cathedral in Brisbane—both Jan and Paul relish 
being “part of a collective effort that is highly creative” and 
enjoy “the emotional buzz that comes from classical music”. 

“The moment in time is illusive,” said Paul, “and while you 
can’t remember all the little details, the feeling is so intense 
you remember that”.

The CSO has given both Mary and Brian, and Jan and Paul, 
great moments of joy and a sense they are part of a creative 
collective, a family. Thanks to their generous donations, 
we’re able to grow that family, starting with young,  
curious minds. 

Brian and Mary’s donation to the CSO provided the seed 
money for the Education Giving Circle. Thanks to their 
contribution and others, a strategic report and series of 
recommendations was finalised at the end of June 2017 and 
will direct the CSO’s education program from 2018–2020.

Mary and Brian Smith Jan and Paul Kriedemann
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“My family, we just love music  
and I couldn’t live without it.  
Music is life.”

“There are a number of reasons we support the CSO. One 
is that our organisation’s core motto is to support the arts 
over sport, and a second is that on a personal level, I think 
classical music is good for the mind and a great way to calm 
down. Third, it’s a local organisation and a very good one, 
with some of the best musicians in Australia. My family,  
we just love music and I couldn’t live without it. Music is life.

“We did an educational program with members of the 
orchestra called Kids’ Cushion Concerts, which taught them 
about the different sections of the orchestra; the woodwind, 
the strings. It was excellent.

“If you’re going to listen to music you need to know where 
it comes from. It’s like knowing the ingredients in your food. 
Even when I read a book I have to know what the author 
looks like. In our digital age I want a visceral, personal 
experience where I connect with people in my community. 
The CSO gives me that and I want others to experience it  
as well.”
JOHNATHAN EFKARPIDIS, DIRECTOR MG CULTURAL FUND / 
NEWACTON / HOTEL HOTEL

We would love to talk with you about how partnering  
with the CSO could enhance your business. Contact  
Frances Corkhill via email (frances.corkhill@cso.org.au)  
or phone (02 6247 9191).

CSO partnerships ensure we 
provide exceptional symphonic 
music as well as our innovative 
education and community 
programs for the Canberra 
region. We believe in long-term, 
meaningful partnerships and 
working collaboratively to enrich 
the cultural life of our community. 
All CSO partnerships are different 
and created to align with our 
partners’ business needs.



31 

“The Prom Concert has evolved into 
a major family event in the Canberra 
community calendar…”

“Shell has been a partner of the CSO, and a sponsor of  
the Shell Prom, for over 35 years. Each year we invite over 
150 people to the concert including our key stakeholders, 
members of the diplomatic community, and their families  
as it provides a really lovely way to socialise. 

“The Prom has evolved into a major family event in the 
Canberra community calendar, and we’re proud to be part 
of that experience. It’s one of the rare occasions when the 
public is invited into Government House, and they can spend 
that time listening to great music with their families.

“Being involved with the CSO for so long we’ve seen it grow 
into an organisation that can hold its own with any arts 
organisation or orchestra in Australia and we are proud to 
have been part of that journey.”

MARK MCCALLUM, GOVERNMENT RELATIONS MANAGER,  
SHELL AUSTRALIA

“…we are especially proud of our 
involvement with the CSO’s innovative 
education and community programs…”

“ActewAGL’s partnership with the Canberra Symphony 
Orchestra began in 2001, and we have continued to  
proudly support the talented musicians and creative team 
who provide exceptional musical experiences for the 
Canberra region. We are honoured to be the artistic  
patron of CSO Chief Conductor & Artistic Director,  
Nicholas Milton AM, and we are especially proud of our 
involvement with the CSO’s innovative education and 
community programs, which connect people of all ages  
and backgrounds through music.” 

MICHAEL COSTELLO AO, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, ACTEWAGL 

ENRICHING THE CULTURAL  
LIFE OF OUR COMMUNITY
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PARTNERSHIPS
We thank our government, corporate and community partners

POWERHOUSE PARTNER YARRAMUNDI PARTNER CULTURAL PARTNER

HONORARY SOLICITORS MURRUMBIDGEE PARTNERS

GOVERNMENT PARTNERS
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kitchen witchery catering

COTTER PARTNERS

Martin Ollman  
Photography

MEDIA PARTNERS

DIGITALAUTOMOBILE

ACCOMMODATIONESTATES PLANNING

IT SUPPORT PRINT WINE

UNIVERSITY

AUSTRALIAN SERIES
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CSO BOARD
Chair Air Chief Marshal 
Sir Angus Houston AK, AFC (Ret’d)
Deputy Chair Melanie Kontze
Treasurer Alan Bunsell
Secretary & Public Officer Bob Clark

MEMBERS 
Chris Faulks
Lucille Halloran
Paul Lindwall
John Kalokerinos
Elizabeth McGrath
John Painter AM

CSO ARTISTIC
Chief Conductor & Artistic Director 
Nicholas Milton AM
Artistic patronage ActewAGL

CSO ADMINISTRATION
Chief Executive Officer Sarah Kimball
Artist & Event Engagement Nicole Hoffman 
Bookkeeper* Jeanette Simpson
Communications Rachel Thomas
Communications Coordinator* Geordie Cullen
Ensembles & Education * Jacqui Walkden
Finance* Marinda Burger 
Orchestra & Operations Andrew Heron
Partnerships* Frances Corkhill
Philanthropy* Tim Langford
Ticketing & Administration* David Flynn
*Indicates part-time position

CSO VOLUNTEERS
Dianna Laska
Gail Tregear
Vicki Murn 
John & Anne Rundle 
Alison Gates

CONTACT US
Level One 
11 London Circuit 
(entrance off Farrell Place) 
Canberra City

GPO Box 1919 
Canberra ACT 2601

CSO DIRECT (TICKETING)  
02 6262 6772 weekdays 10am–3pm 
Administration 02 6247 9191 
cso.org.au

The CSO would like to thank these creative people  
for their contribution to this publication: 

Writing and editing Cate Lyons, catelyons.com
Photography Martin Ollman
Printing Greg Hewitson, Qote

Your feedback is always welcome.  
Please find us on social media or send an email. 
Facebook: /canberrasymphonyorchestra
Email: email@cso.org.au

CONTACT US

/canberrasymphonyorchestra
/canberrasymphonyorchestra
@cbr_symphony

17
03
4
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HOW TO BOOK
To buy tickets to 2 or more concerts, please refer to booking form  
for discounted ticket prices.

ACTEWAGL LLEWELLYN SERIES, MATINEE MAGIC AND OPERA GALA
Contact CSO Direct 02 6262 6772 or go to www.ticketek.com.au.   

A-Res full $ 90 
A-Res con $ 80
B-Res full $ 75
B-Res con $ 65
C-Res $ 55
C-Res con $ 45
U 30 $ 29

Tickets sold through Ticketek incur credit card, service and handling fees.

RECITAL SERIES
To attend a Recital Series you must pre-purchase your ticket. For tickets to 
the Recital Series at Wesley Music Centre, call CSO Direct 02 6262 6772 
weekdays 10am–3pm or book online at cso.org.au. 

AUSTRALIAN SERIES
For tickets to the Australian Series in the Gordon Darling Hall, National 
Portrait Gallery, call CSO Direct 02 6262 6772 weekdays 10am–3pm, 
or purchase online at www.cso.org.au. Student rush tickets will also be 
available one hour before the concert for $10 (exhibition not included).  
Proof of concession is required.

SHELL PROM 
For individual tickets to the Shell Prom, call CSO Direct 02 6262 6772 
weekdays 10am–3pm. Pre-purchasing tickets saves money. Tickets are 
also available at the gate on the day of the concert.

 Pre-purchase  At the gate
Adult $30 $35
Concession $20 $25
Family* $70 $80
U-30 $20 $15
Student rush n/a $10

*Family is valid for 2 adults and unlimited children 5–16 years.  
Children under 5 admitted free.

STRINGS IN THE SALON
To book Strings in the Salon call Hotel Hotel on 02 6287 6287  
or email monster@hotel-hotel.com.au

SYMPHONY IN THE PARK
Free concert courtesy of the ACT Government! Stage 88, Commonwealth 
Park beginning at 7.30pm

SEATING
SUBSCRIBERS

 » People who buy tickets to 2 or more concerts in the season are CSO 
subscribers and receive priority seating. If you buy tickets to the entire 
Llewellyn Series, we guarantee those same seats year after year. 

 » Seats for the CSO Opera Gala, Canberra Weekly Matinee Magic, and 
subscriptions for less than the entire ActewAGL Llewellyn Series are  
not held from one year to the next. 

NON-SUBSCRIPTION TICKETS 
You can select the best available seats at time of purchase.

VALID CONCESSIONS
 » Australian Pensioner, TPI, Veterans’ Affairs, Health Care and full-time 

student cards
 » Companion Card.

Seniors and Commonwealth Seniors HC cards do not apply.

Please note that a photocopy or scan of your current concession card  
is required when booking.

UNDER 30
PRICE DROP! U30s are now $29. Buy through CSO Direct 02 6262 6772 
weekdays 10am–3pm or through the CSO website.

A photocopy or scan of your proof of age card, current drivers licence or 
passport is required when booking.

STUDENT RUSH 
 » $15 student rush tickets are available for concerts in Llewellyn Hall.

 » $10 student rush tickets are available for the Australian Series and  
the Shell Prom.

Student Rush tickets are on sale up to 1 hour before each performance at 
the concert venue (Recital Series not included). Full time student ID must be 
shown at the time of purchase. 

FAMILIES

NEW IN 2018! 

 » For concerts in Llewellyn Hall, a family ticket is 1 adult with at least  
1 child. For pricing, please see booking form. 

 » At the Shell Prom, a family ticket is 2 adults and unlimited children 5–16. 
Children under 5 admitted free.

To book call CSO Direct 02 6262 6772 weekdays 10am–3pm. (ActewAGL 
Llewellyn Series and the Opera Gala concerts are not suitable for children 
under 8 years of age.)

GROUPS—LLEWELLYN HALL CONCERTS
STUDENT GROUPS
When 10 or more students pre-book, ticket prices are $10 each (including 
all transaction fees) when accompanied by a teacher. The teacher receives 
a free ticket. (Maximum 2 teachers per group.) Full-time student ID must 
be shown for each ticket purchased. Student group bookings can be made 
through Ticketek by calling 1300 364 001.

ADULT GROUPS
Groups of 10 adults or more save $10 per ticket on regular prices  
Group bookings can be made through Ticketek by calling 1300 364 001.

CHILDREN
Please note, for the enjoyment of all patrons, children 8 years and under are 
not admitted to CSO concerts in Llewellyn Hall. 

TICKET EXCHANGES
For concerts held in Llewellyn Hall, CSO ticket buyers can swap nights or 
concerts through CSO Direct at no extra charge. Your original tickets must 
be returned to the CSO and the ticket exchange must be completed at least 
5 working days before the concert. Exchange service does not include the 
Shell Prom, Recital Series or Australian Series. Exchanges are subject to 
availability.

LOST TICKETS
CSO ticket buyers who lose their tickets needn’t worry; CSO Direct will 
replace lost tickets at no charge. Contact CSO Direct at least 5 days prior to 
the concert for replacements.
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VENUE INFORMATION
LOCATIONS

 » Llewellyn Hall is located in the ANU School of Music Building 100,  
William Herbert Place, Acton (City West).

 » The National Portrait Gallery is on King Edward Terrace, Parkes.
 » The gardens at Government House are located at the end of  

Dunrossil Drive, Yarralumla.
 » Wesley Music Centre is located at 22 National Circuit, Forrest. 
 » Strings in the Salon take place  at Hotel Hotel, 25 Edinburgh Ave,  

Canberra

PARKING 
When planning your arrival, keep in mind that CSO concerts are very popular, 
so it’s a good idea to allow for extra time to park.

Llewellyn Hall vicinity
 » There are several carparks off Childers St, each of which is within a one 

minute walk of the venue. Parking is available around Llewellyn Hall free of 
charge after business hours.

 » There are 12 disabled parking spaces in the carparks surrounding Llewellyn 
Hall. It is also possible to drop off patrons in the turning circle outside the 
ground floor entrance before parking your car.

City West Carpark
City West Carpark is located on Allsop St, just a few minutes’ walk from 
Llewellyn Hall. Visit www.citywestcarpark.com for opening hours and rates.

National Portrait Gallery
The underground public carpark can be accessed from Parkes Place. There is 
a pick-up and set-down space in front of the Gallery on King Edward Terrace 
near the main entry. Parking spaces for people with mobility difficulties are 
provided in the carpark close to the public access lifts.

Wesley Music Centre
Free parking is available within the grounds of Wesley Music Centre, accessed 
from Fitzroy Street (off National Circuit).

Hotel Hotel (Strings in the Salon)
Parking can be found around the New Acton area. The closest parking to Hotel 
Hotel is at the Wilson car park underneath the hotel, entrance via Phillip Law 
Street. It has disabled parking and lift access to the Monster Salon and Dining 
Rooms.

VENUE ACCESS—LLEWELLYN HALL
The ANU School of Music offers disabled access on both the ground level 
and level 4. If you have parked out the front of the School or in the car parks 
opposite and adjacent, enter through the automatic glass doors on the ground 
floor. If you have parked behind the Art School please use the foot bridge and 
enter through the glass doors open to the Level 4 foyer outside Door 1 and 
Door 2. 

 » The School of Music elevator can be found next to the stairs on each level.
 » The disabled toilet is located on level 4 and can be accessed via the lift.

WHEELCHAIRS AND WALKING FRAMES
Llewellyn Hall has 8 wheelchair spaces. If you are a CSO subscriber, please 
call CSO Direct for wheelchair bookings on 02 6262 6772. For single-ticket 
buyers, please phone Ticketek 1300 665 915.

Due to fire regulations, walking frames must be removed from the aisles once 
you have taken your seat. An usher will take and store the frame for you and 
return it to you, both at interval and at the end of the performance.

Wheelchairs and walking frames are welcome throughout the National 
Portrait Gallery, Wesley Music Centre and Hotel Hotel (Strings in the Salon).

FM RADIO ASSISTED HEARING UNITS
Llewellyn Hall provides FM Radio Assisted Hearing Units for patrons who 
require hearing assistance. The FM system amplifies and improves sound 
quality through the users’ hearing aid. FM hearing units are available for all 
performances in Llewellyn Hall. 

To reserve a unit for your concert, call CSO Direct on 02 6262 6772 weekdays 
10am–3pm. Please book at least 24 hours before your concert. Hearing units 
are available for collection from the cloaking desk in the ground floor foyer. 
Please allow additional time before the start of the performance to collect  
the receiver.

PLANNING YOUR EXPERIENCE
WHAT TO WEAR 
You can dress up or not, it is really up to you. At any given indoor concert, you’ll 
see people wearing everything from jeans to sequins. The outdoor Prom is 
extra-casual; depending on the weather, thongs, sunnies and hats might be 
the order of the day.

WHEN TO ARRIVE
It is a good idea to arrive at least 30 minutes before the concert begins. Then 
you will have plenty of time to park, collect your tickets if necessary, meet 
friends and have a drink, get seated, read your concert program and relax  
as you prepare to immerse yourself in the music!

CLOAKING (LLEWELLYN HALL)
Patrons are encouraged to take advantage of the complimentary cloaking 
service available in the ground floor foyer. Coats, umbrellas and large bags can 
be securely stored there during the concert.

CONCERT PROGRAMS (LLEWELLYN HALL)
CSO subscribers receive free concert programs. Other patrons may buy  
them for $5 from the program sellers positioned in the foyers on ground  
floor and Level 4.

PRE-CONCERT TALKS
If you would like to understand the story behind the music you are about to 
hear, free pre-concert talks are held before each ActewAGL Llewellyn Series 
concert. These informal talks take place from 6.45pm to 7pm in Llewellyn Hall. 
Just show your concert ticket to gain admittance.

INTERVAL (LLEWELLYN HALL)
Generally, Llewellyn Hall concerts include a 20 minute interval during which 
many patrons like to enjoy a drink and nibbles from the venue bars in the 
ground floor foyer and Level 4. Drinks and food are not allowed into the Hall. 
To save time, you can pre-order your drinks and snacks from the bars before 
the concert starts so they are ready to collect at interval.

PHONES AND CAMERAS
Please double check that you have silenced your phone once you take your 
seat at the concert —you really don’t want to be that person whose phone goes 
off during the concert!

Recording and photography of CSO concerts is not permitted.

LLEWELLYN HALL
Photography and filming in the main foyers are permitted.

NATIONAL PORTRAIT GALLERY
Visitors to the exhibition in the Gallery are permitted to take photographs for 
personal, non-commercial use. 

HOTEL HOTEL (STRINGS IN THE SALON)
Photographs and footage are permitted for non-commercial use.

WANT TO KNOW MORE?
If you have any questions about your CSO concert, or you would like to sign 
up to receive our free quarterly newsletter packed with exclusive stories 
and special offers, go to www cso.org.au or call CSO Direct 02 6262 6772 
weekdays 10am–3pm.
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WANT TO KNOW MORE? If you 
have any questions about CSO 
concerts, or you would like to sign 
up to receive our free quarterly 
newsletter packed with exclusive 
stories and special offers, go to 
www cso.org.au or call  
CSO Direct 02 6262 6772 
weekdays 10am–3pm. 

MONEY CAN BUY HAPPINESS 
HERE’S HOW!
Be part of a live performance that creates a unique 
moment in time.

Indulge yourself where and when you want— 
CSO concerts have varied music, venues and  
times so you can create your own experience.

Make a night of it with friends and family—
exceptional, surprising music, with options  
to pre-purchase drinks and restaurants  
in the vicinity for a pre-concert meal.

Save up to 35% on adult ticket prices and pay no 
booking or handling fees when you buy your tickets 
directly from CSO Direct. 

Super discounted tickets for under 30s and special 
student rush prices an hour before each concert.

Do your plans change? No charge for swapping 
concerts when you buy tickets through CSO Direct.

Not sure about committing to a full-on symphony 
concert? The CSO Australian Series at the National 
Portrait Gallery is a bite-sized event with cutting-edge 
Australian music—and your ticket gets you in to the 
current exhibition as well.

Wear what you want, park for free around  
the venues. 

Learn about the music at free pre-concert talks; learn 
about yourself as the music invades your heart.

Everyone over the age of 8 is welcome at  
CSO indoor concerts. The outdoor Shell Prom  
is open to all ages.
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/canberrasymphonyorchestra

CONTACT US
Level One 
11 London Circuit 
(entrance off Farrell Place) 
Canberra City

GPO Box 1919 
Canberra ACT 2601

CSO DIRECT (TICKETING)  
02 6262 6772 weekdays 10am–3pm 
Administration 02 6247 9191 
cso.org.au

@cbr_symphony


