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Season Launch
2018
Coming up
ActewAGL
Llewellyn Series,
Piano
Wednesday 8 November, 2017
Llewellyn Hall, ANU, 7.30pm
Conductor Nicholas Milton AM
Artistic patronage ActewAGL

Violin Harry Bennetts
GLINKA Overture to Ruslan and Lyudmila
TCHAIKOVSKY Violin Concerto
in D major, op.35
SIBELIUS Symphony No.2 in D major, op.43
Pre-concert talk 6.45pm
Tickets through CSO Direct 6262 6772
or Ticketek

On 10 August, the Canberra Symphony
Orchestra invited all lovers of music to
the National Portrait Gallery to hear about
what was in store for 2018. Without a
word spoken, guests were greeted by the
stirring, energetic sounds of saxophonist
Nick Russoniello as he played and drifted
through the crowd toward the stage.
Nicholas Milton, CSO Chief Conductor and
Artistic Director, revealed the 2018 season
and its diverse and innovative programs.
We look forward to sharing with
you a vibrant series of concerts that
will invigorate your senses, elevate
your spirits and open your hearts to
a transcendent world of exquisite
beauty, expressed through music.
Nicholas Milton

Nicholas also announced the new Artist-inFocus initiative which aims to showcase the
artistry and virtuosity of an extraordinary
musician in concerto, chamber music and
recital performances throughout the year.
This was none other than Julian Smiles.
Guests were treated to solo pieces from
the celebrated cellist before hearing from
Matthew Hindson AM.
Matthew shared his insights into the
Australian Series and what to expect from
this unique match of music and visual
art— an outstanding line up of cutting edge
Australian composers, and artisits including
a saxophone orchestra, Artist-in-Focus
Julian Smiles, CSO’s Meriel Owen on Harp
and the SCM Saxophone Orchestra to name
just a few.
We would like to thank everyone who
able joined us for an insightful evening. A
special thank you to Genevieve Jacobs for
her terrific work as MC, and the National
Portrait Gallery for their continued support
as Australian Series Partner.
Image: Nick Russoniello kicking of the CSO 2018 Season
launch. Nick is soloist for the ActewAGL Llewellyn Four
concert in September 2018.
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special offer

Swing &
Spring
hotel
package
with the Canberra Symphony Orchestra
and Hotel Hotel

“With all the glitz
and the glamour, the
fabulous swing songs
of that brilliant era of
Vegas Big Band—this is
the music I was born to
sing and perform! I am
thrilled to be celebrating
this sensational music
and performing with
the wonderful Canberra
Symphony Orchestra.”
Rhonda Burchmore

Swing with the CSO big band and do that
last minute dash to Floriade in style. Our
partner Hotel Hotel makes it easy with this
special accommodation package created
just for you.
Package includes:
>>Accommodation at the stunning Hotel Hotel
from just $355 per night
>>2x A Reserve tickets to the Canberra Weekly
Matinee Magic, VEGAS!
>>Complimentary concert program
>>2x complimentary Llewellyn Hall drink
vouchers
>>Complimentary valet parking at Hotel Hotel.
To book your Swing & Spring package
call Hotel Hotel today on
+61 2 6287 6287 and quote CSOM131017
Rates are based on a minimum of 2 nights stay
(either Friday 13 & Saturday 14 October
or Saturday 14 & Sunday 15 October).
Bookings and pre-payment essential, non-refundable
and non-transferrable. Offer ends 6 October 2017.

Canberra Weekly Matinee Magic

VEGAS!

It is the adrenaline-pumping excitement of
the bright lights and top-shelf entertainment
from decades past that inspire the CSO’s 2017
Canberra Weekly Matinee Magic.
Don’t miss this family friendly
Saturday matinee concert!
Saturday 14 October
Llewellyn Hall, ANU, 2pm
Conductor Luke Spicer
Featuring Rhonda Burchmore
& Andy Seymour
Let the CSO big band with orchestra
entertain you with favourites such as
Can’t Take My Eyes Off You, I’ve Got You
Under My Skin, All That Jazz, New York
New York and more.
Tickets through CSO Direct 6262 6772
or Ticketek.

THIS WEEK IN CANBERRA
Australian International Chopin
Piano Competition
Australia’s newest major international
piano competition lives in Canberra. The
Australian International Chopin Piano
Competition, held every three years,
brings the best young pianists from
Australia and around the world, into the
nation’s capital for a week of sublime
music. Don’t miss this unique event.
Season passes for only $100
Visit aicps.org.au for details of the
event and tickets
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With a concert package booked through
CSO Direct, you can save up to 35% on tickets
and you will never pay booking, handling, or
postage fees. We accommodate all budgets
as only two tickets need to be booked for
different concerts to be eligible for discounts.
The 2018 Season now offers family tickets for
more savings and flat rate of $29 under 30s
tickets to all events.
We know life can get in the way of a grand
night out. That’s why we offer ticket swapping
between performance nights and concerts of
the same series at no charge. Even if you have
lost or damaged your ticket, we will reissue it
for free.

The CSO
experience;
now more
flexible than
ever.
With the 2018 Season announced and
tickets already on sale, it’s now time to
create your own concert package.

Those that hold a current 2017 subscription
that include the full ActewAGL Llewelyn
Series are encouraged to renew their concert
package before October 21 2017 to secure
their seat holds for the 2018 Season.
We love music, and we know you do too.
That’s why we have made our yearly program
more accessible than ever, so you can share
the experience with friends and family or even
gift it to those you love. You can order online
at , or by calling David at CSO Direct on 6262
6772 (weekdays 10am–3pm).
Please visit cso.org.au/events/ to find out
more about our 2018 Season

Floriade Twilight Concert
Presented by Singapore Airlines
Friday 15 September will see the Canberra
Symphony Orchestra be a part of Floriade’s
30th birthday; a milestone birthday deserving
of a big celebration.

There’s something magical about live
performance; and pairing the iconic music of
Bowie with a full cohort of talented musicians
from the CSO.

All music lovers are invited to join us to
experience an open air concert like no other.
Presented by Singapore Airlines, the inaugural
Floriade Twilight Concert offers guests a
musical performance which will excite and
entertain crowds into the evening.

The Floriade Twilight Concert will be hosted
at Stage 88 on Friday 15 September 2017.
Attendees will be treated to a ‘first look’ at
Floriade, with gates opening at 4.30pm, and
the concert commencing at 5.15pm.

The CSO will be supporting David Bowie
tribute act, the Ziggy Band, who will take to
the stage in style. Settle in under the stars,
as you sip champagne and sing along to
the best of Bowie, hitting the notes on all
your favourites from Let’s Dance through to
Starman.
Bowie was a leading figure in popular music
for over five decades, acclaimed by critics and
other musicians for his innovative work. His
work was a mixture of musical reinvention,
visual presentation and rich stagecraft, which
significantly influenced popular music in years
to come.

Friday 15 September
Stage 88
The Floriade Twilight Concert is a ticketed
event. Visit floraideaustralia.com for the
full concert program and to purchase
tickets.
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2018 Artistin- Focus:
Julian Smiles

Hearing Awareness
Week
Music can sound very different through
hearing aids and implants. Often it is our
more seasoned music lovers who face this
challenge, but there are many young people
in our community who experience this
challenge day to day.

Born in Canberra, Julian studied cello with
Nelson Cooke at the Canberra School of
Music and received his early orchestral
experience with the CSO. Over the
course of his career, Julian has occupied
many of the most prestigious positions
in the Australian classical music scene
and is currently cellist with the Australia
Ensemble and the Goldner String Quartet.

This year, as part of our Rediscovering Music
program, we invited kids with hearing loss
to Creating, Constructing & Crashing! a day
of making, playing and hearing percussion
music. The all day workshop, facilitated by
audiologist/CSO bassoonist Kristen Sutcliffe,
saw children from Canberra’s primary
schools create and develop their own
percussion instruments.
The workshop explored the concepts of
pitch and rhythm, but also to learn about the
risks associated with long-term exposure to
excessive noise. The kids were also treated
to a live performance from CSO percussion
musicians featuring various instruments
including the marimba and drums. A big
thank you to Kristen for her efforts in giving
everyone the best opportunity to connect
with music!

The CSO unveils an exciting new
Artist-in-Focus initiative in 2018,
which will showcase the artistry
and virtuosity of an extraordinary
musician in concerto, chamber music
and recital performances throughout
the year.
We are thrilled to launch this concept
featuring the celebrated Australian
cellist, Julian Smiles. Recognised
as one of the nation’s leading
cellists, Julian enjoys a successful
international career as a celebrated
chamber musician and soloist.

Julian is a gifted teacher and mentor,
tutoring young musicians at the Australian
National Academy of Music and the
Australian Youth Orchestra. He holds the
position of Lecturer in Cello at the Sydney
Conservatorium of Music.
Please join us for what will be a fascinating,
in-depth and revelatory musical adventure
that will see Julian perform in the
ActewAGL Llewellyn Series as well as in
the Australian Series and Recital Series.
Top: Julian performing after the 2018 Inaugural Artistin-Focus was announced by Chief Conductor & Artistic
Director Nicholas Milton at the CSO 2018 Season Launch,
10 August, National Portrait Gallery.
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From the CEO,
Sarah Kimball
Congratulations and best wishes to
CSO duo Veronica (Principal Percussion),
and Michael Bailey (Trombone). Their
bouncing baby boy, Remy was born on
4 September 2017. For those who like the
stats: 3.65 kg, 49cm long. Well done to you
both and we look forward to seeing Veronica
back on stage in 2018.
A warm welcome to Jacqui Walkden joining
the CSO team leading CSO Ensembles &
Education which is undergoing a significant
revamp, launching with great new activities
next year. Thanks to Meriel Owen who held
this position in a part-time capacity for many
years. Too valuable to lose, Meriel will still
be engaged with the CSO admin team in
other ways.

-> Don’t forget!
Renewing subscribers
Renew by 21 October 2017 to hold onto
your current ActewAGL Lewellyn seats!
Call David at CSO Direct 6262 6772 to
renew your subscription today!

Joyous art on a
musical canvas
Australian Series, Forgotten
31 August 2017
Review by Clinton White, City News
AUSTRALIAN music by Australian composers
played by Australian musicians in interesting
Canberra venues; they’re all the ingredients
needed for the CSO’s very interesting and
enjoyable series of chamber recitals.
Matthew Hindson, himself a composer of fine
renown, is the series curator and compere.
This recital featured Alice Giles playing harp
and Virginia Taylor the flute.
The program of seven short works by
living Australian composers included five
world premieres. Four of the (quite young)
composers were present to hear them. The
Portrait Gallery’s current exhibition of works
by itinerant artist John Dempsey (1801-1877),
“Dempsey’s People: a folio of British street
portraits 1824-1844”, inspired four of the new
works.
The exhibition is an extraordinary collection
of miniature portraits of life in 19th
century England and show exquisite detail
(magnifying glasses are available for a closer
look).
Most of the works carried quite abstract
melodies and were in etude (study) form, but
not so academic as to be inaccessible. Ian
Whitney’s piece “A Painting by Magritte” for
solo harp tested Alice Giles’ mettle and, for
me, it was the pick of the new works. It had

just about everything imaginable that could
be played on the harp and Giles was brilliant.
Another piece that captured my attention
was Claire Johnston’s “Behind Blue Eyes
for Flute and Harp”, inspired by Dempsey’s
“Selling Watercress, Salisbury”. This is the
only work in the exhibition carrying two
figures and Johnston looked behind the eyes
(her partner’s eyes are blue, she told us) for
any sign of forbidden love between the two
figures. This also captured the imagination
of the gallery’s director, Angus Trumble. Giles
and Taylor may well have turned forbidden
love into permitted love.
Also in the program were works by
established composers, Larry Sitsky and
Anne Boyd. Sitsky’s “Two Pastorales for Solo
Flute” showed unmatched mature beauty.
Taylor was sensitive, thoughtful, and greatly
expressive.
Boyd’s piece, “A Feather on the Breath of God
for Flute and Harp”, was very much in the
Japanese form and the two artists gave it
exactly the kind of Zen needed.
Although written for shakuhachi and harp,
Taylor’s flute, in perfect blend with Giles’
harp, created a delicate, meditative calm. The
mind’s eye could see a quiet Japanese garden
with an occasional bird in song and a water
feature gently creating the ripple effect that
Taylor emulated superbly.
Art-inspired music. Rarely is it as successful
as it was in the music and the playing in this
recital.

