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Shell Prom  
Picnic Concert
The upcoming Shell Prom Picnic Concert 
is going to be a summer sensation! The 
CSO is celebrating the 30th anniversary of 
legendary guitar quartet Guitar Trek, and for 
this concert, Guitar Trek founder Timothy 
Kain is pulling out all the stops: 

“We’ll be playing quite a range of different 
guitars! The Rodrigo Concierto Andaluz was 
written for four standard guitars, which in 
our case are all Australian made. Three of 
them are made by Greg Smallman the great 
Australian luthier who has revolutionised 
the construction of contemporary classical 
guitars worldwide and the other guitar was 
made by the very fine Perth maker, Paul 
Sheridan, who uses many of the elements 
of Smallman’s design. These guitars all 
produce a very full, rich, colourful sound 
and are also featured in “‘Pachelbel’s Loose 
Canon’. 

The real point of departure comes with 
Nigel Westlake’s highly imaginative ‘Six Fish’ 
which uses a combination of two standard 
classical guitars, a 12-string guitar and 
a Dobro guitar to conjure a shimmering 
underwater world complete with Sunfish, 
Leafy Sea Dragons and Flying Fish. The 
12-string guitar has featured regularly in folk 
music from the 60’s onwards and the Dobro 
was invented in the USA in the 1920’s to 
make a loud, cutting, rough-edged sound 
ideal for the blues. It is visually distinguished 
by its shiny metal soundboard.”

For more information, and to get your 
tickets please visit our website cso.org.au

 

Saturday 18 February

Lawns of Government House, 6pm 
Gates open at 4.45pm  
Please allow time for bags to be  
security checked.

With a CSO  
gift voucher!

thrilling  
How do you wrap a  

 

experience?
orchestral  

Purchase online 
cso.org.au/tickets-
subscriptions/gift-vouchers

http://cso.org.au/tickets-subscriptions/gift-vouchers
http://cso.org.au/tickets-subscriptions/gift-vouchers
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Season 2017 
Artists
The CSO’s Season 2017 brochure is so 
enormously popular that we’ve almost run 
out of them! People have been particularly 
taken by the portraits of the soloists, and the 
Australian Series artwork, so we have created 
two short videos to introduce you to some 
of the artists. The intriguing and dynamic 
portraits for the ActewAGL Llewellyn Series 
and the Recital Series were taken by Sarah 
Walker, who used a simple white background 
and an overhead projector to throw different 
shapes and patterns on the soloists. 

Watch a short video with Sarah here. 

The fluorescent images used for the 
Australian Series are the creative work 
of Canberra artist Tommy Balogh in 
collaboration with Gabriel Gaha, whose 
innovative painting techniques make the 
images appear from another world. Tommy 
and Gabriel have a passion for art and music, 
and so have gifted the CSO the use of these 
images for the 2017 Season. 

Watch a short video with Tommy here. 

As Nick has already mentioned, tickets for 
Season 2017 are going faster than icy-poles 
on a hot day! The CSO Recital Series sold out 
before the season even opened to the public, 
and the ActewAGL Llewellyn Series concerts 
are getting close to capacity. Please don’t 
leave getting your tickets too late.

You can subscribe online by visiting our 
website cso.org.au, or by calling CSO Direct 
6262 6772 10am–3pm weekdays.

 

From Nicholas 
Milton AM,  
CSO’s Chief Conductor  
& Artistic Director
Dear Music Friends,

Thank you for joining us in 2016. What a 
fabulous year it was! The orchestra’s future 
is as bright as ever, and I am so excited 
by our 2017 program. Many concerts are 
already either sold out or on their way to 
becoming sell outs, and I am reminded what 
a passionate and engaged audience we have 
in Canberra and how lucky we are to have the 
opportunity to bring extraordinary music to 
life. It is a privilege and an honour for me to 
share these concerts with our musicians and 
our audience, and I am so looking forward to 
the miraculous and transformative moments 
that await us in the year ahead. On behalf of 
all of our musicians, happy holidays, stay well, 
and we’ll see you soon!

CSO Friends
The CSO Friends had a very pleasant lunch at 
the Wig and Pen prior to the Matinee Magic 
concert on Saturday 8 October, where we 
were joined by Conductor Guy Noble (before 
he added his Beatles Wig and Sergeant 
Pepper costume).

The CSO Friends held an early evening 
function at Brian and Dianne Anderson’s home 
on 15 November, which was an opportunity to 
bid farewell to our CSO Friends Chair, Vernon 
Hill who with wife Virginia will be leaving 
Canberra for Brisbane in the New Year. Vernon 
brought his flute with him and firstly played 
some pleasing Bach and then we moved on to 
the Christmas carols. If you would like to join 
us for engagements like the above mentioned, 
please consider becoming a member. CSO 
Friends Membership is due at the end of 
January. (contact friends@cso.org.au)

Wishing everyone all the best for the festive 
season and looking forward to seeing you all 
in 2017.

Images from top left: Nicholas Milton AM at 
Saarländisches Staatstheater, CSO featured 
artistTommy Balogh, Strikethrough—National 
Photographic Portrait Prize 2015 finalist (self portrait).
Photos by Sarah Walker 

http://bit.ly/2eDvfiU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=maBO_bbu3hk
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Rowdy Digital 
e-cards 
Christmas is less than a month away.  
If you’ve been avoiding organising a lovely 
little (beautifully designed) end of year e-card 
for your clients and partners you’ve officially 
run out of time!

To keep it simple, just choose one of 
our packages at the link below, fill in the 
online brief and we’ll be back to you before 
Christmas to finalise your card. 

rowdydigital.com.au/christmas/

Trumpets in  
the sky
No, we’re not talking about the Rapture.  
The CSO’s Principle Trumpet Rainer Saville 
flies to New York next month to begin his  
New York Philharmonic Global Academy 
Fellowship Program.

The program includes a few mock auditions, 
followed by lessons which break down the 
auditions and discuss where improvements 
can be made. “I’ll also be working on chamber 
music, performing the Poulenc Brass Trio with 
Richard Deane and Colin Williams from the NY 
Phil brass section. All of this will be structured 
around playing with the orchestra during my 
residency, which will no doubt improve my 
orchestral and section playing” says Rainer. 

But don’t worry, he will be back in time for 
the first CSO concert of the year, which is the 
Shell Prom Picnic Concert on 18 February. 
When asked what he’s looking forward to the 
most from the CSO’s 2017 Season, Rainer can 
hardly narrow it down “Shostakovich Piano 
Concerto No.1, Prokofiev 5 and Sibelius 2… 
And Brahms 3! There’s something fantastic 
in every program and I am looking forward to 
it all!”

The new  
CSO Website 
Have you seen it yet? Together with the 
creative and technical team at Canberra’s 
Rowdy Digital, we have created a bigger, 
better, brighter website which we hope  
you will find both refreshing and easy to use 
on you desktop, tablet and mobile devices. 
Perhaps the most important detail for you  
to know is that you can now purchase tickets 
to more than one concert online. This not 
only means you can now buy tickets to CSO 
events even if it’s 3am and you’re in your 
pyjamas, it also means that it’s even easier to 
become a CSO subscriber. To buy tickets to 
more than one event, please visit the  
CSO website.

Rowdy Digital have also created a news 
and media section, which is where you can 
catch up on the latest from the CSO with our 
new blog, press releases and the newsletter 
Notations. To see other great examples of 
Rowdy Digital’s work, have a look at these 
websites:

Gallery of Australian Design 
UN Women
Karinya House 

Frances Corkhill—Partnerships 
frances.corkhill@cso.org.au

“There’s something 
fantastic in every 
program and I am 
looking forward to it all!”

http://rowdydigital.com.au/christmas/
http://bit.ly/2fSCaUb
http://www.gad.org.au
http://www.unwomen.org.au
http://www.karinyahouse.asn.au


Notations Summer 2016

Paris ‘99 and the CSO
The CSO, heeding Prime Minister Turnbull’s 
call for agility in nimbleness in business, 
collaborated recently with fashion designer 
and entrepreneur, Yahav Ron of Melbourne, 
and partners Hotel Hotel in a magical mix of 
fashion, music and fundraising for the CSO.

Yahav’s business, Paris ’99 specialises in 
sourcing new and pre-loved pieces from the 
highest end of international designer fashion. 
In the spirit of the Haute Couture showrooms 
of Paris, Paris ‘99 operates by appointment 
only. 

You can find out more about Paris 99 here.

Last weekend in one of Hotel Hotel’s three-
bedroom suites, Yahav expertly guided clients 
through rack upon rack of frock designer 
garments, from shirts to beaded ball gowns 
and everything in between. His passion, 
knowledge and the story of his journey into 

fashion created a delightful atmosphere 
that prompted those lucky enough to get 
an appointment to be daring, to touch and 
try styles and colours previously avoided. 
Sizes and styles varied wildly, and when he 
could see a particular garment worked on a 
particular person, Yahav’s subtle interventions 
were insightful and spectacularly timed. 

And they bought. And bought. And part of the 
proceeds were donated to the CSO.

The response was such that Yahav is already 
planning his next visit in autumn 2018. Book 
early!

The CSO would like to thank hotel partner, 
Hotel Hotel, for hosting Yahav during his stay

Frances Corkhill—Partnerships 
frances.corkhill@cso.org.au

A management 
workshop with a 
difference!
Management workshops usually involve lots 
of butcher’s paper and bad coffee, but not 
for the members of the ActewAGL Executive 
Talent Program and Emerging Leaders 
Academy! They recently participated in a 
unique professional development seminar led 
by Nicholas Milton AM, whose artistic patron 
is ActewAGL. 

During the seminar, Nick explored the 
parallels between the skills required of a 
world-class orchestral conductor with those 
of a successful manager. 

Participants then experienced the theory 
being put into practice as they sat on stage 
during a private rehearsal session with the 
CSO musicians as part of the seminar. What 
advice was Nick able to offer? ActewAGL 
asked one participant what their take-home 
message was: 

“The need to inspire a group, taking on board 
feedback and applying, being reflective about 
what does and does not work and then trying 
something new, the humility at play, being 
adaptable and adapting your vision to match 
who is on your team at the time. Brilliant.”

http://www.paris99.net
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Around 
Town

Christmas lunch  
at Monster
You don’t have to spend half your 
day with your hand up a turkey 
and the other half doing the 
dishes. Monster kitchen and bar 
are putting on Christmas lunch. 

We are cooking up a nine course 
shared menu with all vegetarian 
options and the choice of 
matching wines. 

We are only having one sitting—
12pm arrival.

Tickets start from $155.00  
per head

For bookings and ticket enquiries, 
book via Eventbrite or enquire 
with Monster Kitchen and Bar via 
monster@hotel-hotel.com.au

Lanyon Christmas 
Carols 
Sat 10 Dec 2016, 5–9pm
Carols commence at 7pm
$10 per car, bookings are not 
required. Parking is limited. 

An evening of magical Christmas 
fun. BYO picnic to enjoy in the 
beautiful Lanyon gardens. Sing-a-
long with the Sing Australia Choir 
and Tuggeranong Valley Band as 
the sun sets over the Brindabella 
ranges. 

The homestead is lit by candles 
and decorated for a nineteenth 
century Christmas. Enjoy 
Christmas ornament-making for 
children, a sausage sizzle, musical 
entertainment and carols on the 
lawns. Presented in association 
with Sing Australia Choir and the 
Tuggeranong Valley Band.

Smith’s Alternative
Early Grave, Fashionably Late 
Tue 20 Dec 2016, 8pm 
76 Alinga St, Canberra 

This artfully embellished one-man 
show, with sleuthing, vermouthing, 
and a mimed penny-farthing 
chase, pays homage to the worlds 
of Arthur Conan Doyle, Jules 
Verne and Oscar Wilde. 

An improbable account of the 
malodorous goings on of the night 
of 28 November 1889, and the 
events which followed. Murder! 
Villainy! Corruption! Hyperbole! 
Physical storytelling prowess, 
blending Lecoq-trained virtuosity 
with a Wildean flair.

Canberra Potters 
Christmas Fair
8-23 December, 10am–4pm
Watson Arts Centre Gallery
Aspinall Street Watson

Give a gift of unique handmade 
ceramic functional and decorative 
ware. A selection of beautiful 
original work from over 20 artists 
will be offered for sale.

Intro Intensive Pottery Course
23, 24 & 25 January 2017 

Bookings now open for this 
popular intensive workshop. Suits 
beginners and makes a great 
Christmas present. Cost includes 
all materials and firing. $320 

The Popular Pet Show
National Portrait Gallery 
4 Nov 2016–13 Mar 2017  
Open daily 10am–5pm 

The Popular Pet Show will express 
the joy and warmth that many 
of us derive from our animal 
companions, and celebrate their 
trusting, unpretentious ways.

Comprising exuberant recent 
Australian paintings, many on 
a large scale, this exhibition will 
include portraits of famous and 
obscure Australians and their pets 
by contemporary artists Nicholas 
Harding, Lucy Culliton, Darren 
McDonald, Anna

Culliton, Fiona McMonagle, Ken 
Done, Noel McKenna, Graeme 
Drendel, Robyn Sweaney and 
Kristin Headlam. 

And don’t forget, the very first CSO 
Australian Series will be held at 
the National Portrait Gallery, with 
music that reflects the images 
of the Popular Pet Show on 2 
March 2017. Tickets are only $45 
and include a private after-hours 
viewing of the exhibition. 

You can purchase you tickets at 
cso.org.au

Make it a very merry 
Christmas with  
Lerida Estate 
Sunday 4 December 
Live Music: 12.30-3pm 
Music is FREE. 

Pianist David Green plays major 
Broadway Musicals, Movie 
Themes, Contemporary music and 
Jazz. David has been playing in 
restaurants for over 20 years and 
is a regular Canberra pianist. Enjoy 
music while lunching at Café. 

Sunday 11 December 
Live Music: 1-2.30pm 
Music is FREE. 

Rhythm Syndicate, Christmas 
Carols Spectacular. Come and 
enjoy lunch at Café Lerida with 
some family and friends and 
have a fun Christmas musical 
experience. Enjoy music while 
lunching at Café. 

http://bit.ly/2gaNCcQ

