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In this edition
Season Launch 2018
Canberra Weekly Matinee Magic,
VEGAS!
The CSO experience;
now more flexible than ever.
Floriade Twilight Concert
Hearing Awareness Week
2018 Artist in Focus: Julian Smiles
Review: Australian Series, Forgotten

Coming up
Recital One, Tamara-Anna
Cislowska (Piano)
Sunday 18 February, 2018
Wesley Music Centre, 3.00pm
SATIE: Gnossienne No. 1
KATS-CHERNIN: Unsent Love Letters
SATIE: Gnossienne No. 3
KATS-CHERNIN: Absynthe Cocktail
SATIE: Gnossienne No. 5
KATS-CHERNIN: Biqui
LISZT: Funerailles
LISZT: Die Loreley
LISZT: Hungarian Rhapsody No. 6
Tickets
CSO Direct 6262 6772
www.cso.org.au
ActewAGL Llewellyn One
Wednesday 21 February
Thursday 22 February, 2018
Llewellyn Hall, ANU, 7.30pm
Dane Lam Conductor
Tamara-Anna Cislowska Piano
CARL VINE: Microsymphony
PROKOFIEV: Piano Concerto No. 2 in G minor,
op. 16
KATS-CHERNIN: Alexander Rag
SHOSTAKOVICH: Symphony No. 9 in E flat
major, op. 70
Pre-concert talk 6.45pm
Tickets
CSO Direct 6262 6772
or Ticketek

A note from Chief
Conductor and
Artistic Director,
Nicholas Milton

concentrated, lively and imaginative
musicians of the CSO. These musicians,
with whom I am always so proud to share
a stage, continue to impress and bewilder
me with their brilliance, talent, and above all,
their shared vision for our orchestra in the
community.

Dear Friends of the CSO,

Our diverse range of offerings across so
many paths within the community is an
aspect that makes us a unique orchestra
in Australia, and we celebrate this diversity
every time the orchestra rises to the myriad
challenges necessitated by interpreting new
repertoire, performing in new venues, and
reaching new audiences, and expanding
our community and education programs
exponentially. But it is just as important
for us to preserve and always enliven the
flames of the tradition which constitutes
such a substantial part of the human culture
we protect, serve and with which we seek to
open hearts and enrich souls.

Thank you for joining us in 2017 for what
was a truly extraordinary year for the CSO.
The orchestra musicians were amazingly
active in the widest range of performances
and we enjoyed wonderful artistic highlights
throughout an incredibly busy year.
I am particularly proud that we were able
to unveil our new Australian series at the
National Portrait Gallery and it has turned
out to be extremely popular. The concerts
have been brilliantly curated and presented
by one of Australia’s most distinguished
composers, Prof Matthew Hindson, and I am
so proud that our orchestra is paying tribute
to emerging and established Australian
composers. We celebrated eight (!!!) world
premieres in 2017—six of them composed
by amazing and wonderfully talented
women. This Australian series is something
I have wanted to do for many years, and
with Matthew Hindson’s extraordinary
energy, belief and passion in this project,
I am thrilled that its birth has been such a
success and our plans for the series going
forward are robust and inspiring.
The Llewellyn concerts presented with
wonderful guest conductors and soloists
were brilliant and moving and we presented
the widest possible range of exciting
music performed by the always energetic,

We will continue our journey, with even
more excitement and inspiration in 2018. I
know you will be delighted and inspired to
join us on our adventure, and we all look
forward to our shared moments in time
made magical by the beauty of music.
On behalf of my fellow CSO musicians,
along with our Board of Directors and
our Management, I wish you a happy and
healthy holiday season.
Warmest regards,

Nick
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Weave, Hustle and Halt
by Australian Dance Party with
CSO musicians commissioned
by National Portrait Gallery
Perhaps you recently stumbled across an
unexpected dance and music performance
outdoors at the National Portrait Gallery or at
NewActon? My name is Alison Plevey, Party
Leader of Canberra’s new dance company,
Australian Dance Party and I had the great joy
of leading a unique collaboration integrating
dance, music and portraiture.
The piece, ‘weave, hustle and halt’, responded
to the NPGs ‘Dempsey’s People’ exhibition
to enrich the experience of visiting the
gallery. Having spent some considerable
time pondering these incredibly detailed
(tiny) portraits of street people of 19th
Century England, I decided the work should
exemplify the activities of the people, their
characters and the physical and sonic
rhythms of the streetscape. In the process of
creation I wanted to capture the unnoticed
choreographies and compositions that are
going on around us, if only we listen, watch
and feel.
I engaged a group of nine dancers of different
ages and experiences, including artists
from QL2 Dance (youth dance) and GOLD
company (over 60s dance group). I was again
lucky enough to collaborate with musicians of
the CSO, Tim Wickham and Alex Voorhoeve,
who brilliantly took on the challenge of not
only creating the complex backing track
which created the structure and foundation
for the choreography, but also played live
electric violin and cello, like buskers moving
along with us.
It is one of my favourite joys of creating,
the unknown and the electric nature of
collaboration. Music and dance have such an
intertwined relationship vital in creating that

elusive… whatever it is? we get when we see
great art. I felt we created something pretty
special here, all the elements came together,
audience response and energy included. It
was magic.
I would sincerely like to thank the CSO, MG
Cultural Program, National Portrait Gallery,
QL2 Dance and the artists who made this real.
Stay tuned for dance and music duets
happening between April and June in 2018 in
site specific locations in NewActon.
Alison Plevey
www.australiandance.party
There has been no end to great partnership
activity at the CSO in 2017. Through support
from our Cultural Partnership with MG
Cultural Program/ NewActon, CSO musicians
Tim Wickham and Alex Voorhoeve once
again collaborated with the Australian Dance
Party (ADP) in a great performance piece at
the National Portrait Gallery (NPG). What a
fantastic opportunity to work with so many
local partner organisations including the NPG
who are also partners of the CSO’s Australian
Series. This cross-artfrom collaboration
reinforces the CSO’s vision to engage with
all sectors of the community to deliver
meaningful, enriching musical experiences.
Frances Corkhill
Partnerships
T 02 6247 9191
M 0428 272 817
frances.corkhill@cso.org.au
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Christmas?

Give the gift of music
this Christmas with a
CSO gift voucher.

Christmas gift
vouchers
The Christmas season is here and before you
know it you will be shopping for last minute
gifts with only a few days to spare. That’s why
the CSO have Christmas gift vouchers available
from our website all the way up to Christmas
Day (and even after if you are really in trouble).
CSO Gift Vouchers are a great way to share
the orchestral experience with a loved-one.
Whether they are trying something new or
getting more of their favorites, they have the
freedom to choose any of the concerts in a
series. They are available for all of our series
and for all budgets.
Purchase your gift vouchers online at
cso.org.au/gift-vouchers/
or call CSO Direct 02 6262 6772
(10am-3pm weekdays)

From the CEO

their artistry to bringing you the finest music
experiences possible.

In closing the CSO’s 2017 season, we have
so much to be grateful for and that begins
with you. On behalf of the Board, staff and
musicians of the Canberra Symphony
Orchestra, thank you for sharing your love
of music with us in 2017. It has been a huge
year both on and off the stage, and we are
absolutely delighted that you have been part
of the joy that comes from the experience of
music.

It is an honour and a privilege to work with
such talented people in music making and
behind the scenes, and I thank them all for
the magic they have created this year.

I know you join me in thanking Nicholas
Milton AM, our amazing Chief Conductor and
Artistic Director who celebrated his tenth
year of inspirational artistic leadership with
the CSO in 2017. Nick often says that he just
stands out front and waves the stick around,
but in truth, he does much, much more and is
tireless in his work to help the CSO achieve
the best for our community.
Of course, Nick’s work, and ours in the office
means little without the fabulous musicians
of the CSO who are the living embodiment
of our mission to bring more music to more
people across our community. Whether it’s
at a big concert in Llewellyn Hall, a chamber
ensemble at Belconnen Arts Centre or a
soloist at the art therapy sessions for Painting
with Parkinsons, CSO musicians dedicate

Sincere thanks also to the ACT and
Commonwealth governments for their crucial
support as well as to our valued partners and
donors; these CSO investors make it possible
for us to create and deliver the music you love
to our community.
This season introduced the Australian Series
and the Recital Series into our calendars;
2018 brings a fifth concert in the ActewAGL
Llewellyn Series and an entirely re-vamped
program of activities for CSO Education.
We look forward to sharing these moments in
time with you next year. Meanwhile, may your
holiday season be blessed with loving family,
wonderful friends and, of course, fantastic
music!
Very best

Sarah Kimball
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CSO office closure
for Christmas
The CSO Office will be closed from
16 December and reopen on the 2 January.
All enquiries received during this time will
be addressed in the New Year.
Tickets and concert packages will be
available for purchase online during
this time.
We wish you all a festive season and we
look forward to seeing you in the New Year.

ActewAGL
Llewellyn Series,
Violin
Classical music enthusiasts don’t normally
clap in between movements. You could say it
has become an unwritten rule of the concert
experience. Waiting until the end of the piece
allows the audience to listen to the music
undisturbed and to appreciate the work as
a whole, but sometimes we just can’t help
ourselves to applaud amazing artistry.
Young Harry Bennetts, violin soloist for the
CSO’s final concert of the year, was not
only met by rapturous applause after his
performance of the Tchaikovsky’s Violin
Concerto, but the audience leapt to their feet
at the end of the first movement! Bennetts
took us on an emotional journey driven by his
passionate and heartfelt connection with the
music. Even though the notoriously difficult
concerto demands so much from the soloist,
Bennetts played with absolute precision and
clarity which is a testament to his technical
ability.

“Harry Bennetts takes
virtuosity to a new level.”
A Sunday recital attendee.

We were delighted to have the GovernorGeneral and Lady Cosgrove attend the
Thursday night concert who both thoroughly
enjoyed the evening. They were not alone as
many of our partners and concert-goers also
shared their love for the concert. It truly was
a fantastic concert and a great finale for the
2017 season.
Harry Bennetts is heading back to
Berlin to continue his scholarship with
the Berlin Philharmonic Academy. We
wish him all the best.
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HeartStrings:
one of the CSO’s
many quiet
achievers
As the CSO’s ensembles wrap up the year
with performances at the Belconnen Arts
Centre for DETONATE this past weekend,
and performances at aged care facilities and
schools for kids with special needs last week,
it reminds us that music, and what the CSO
does, is important to individuals.
Sadly, not everyone who wants to attend
CSO concerts can easily do so.
Since 2011, donations from patrons and
partners to our HeartStrings program
have allowed the CSO to provide tickets
to folk who would love to attend a concert
but can’t because of financial constraints,
social isolation, or other hindering factors.
With your help, more of these tickets will be
distributed throughout 2018. What a lovely
idea!
If you’d like to help someone experience the
orchestra for the first time, why not consider
a Christmas gift of a donation to the
HeartStrings Appeal? You can donate
to the CSO’s HeartStrings appeal by clicking
here, or visiting cso.org.au
HeartStrings is supported by CSO donors
and the ACT Government.

CSO Bequest
program
launched
Recently the CSO received two bequests one was directed to a specific program where
the donor had intimate knowledge of the
music scene in Canberra and a keen sense of
the CSO’s needs. The other had no conditions
attached; a simple gift to the CSO to allow
us to get on with our work. We were notified
about one of them, the other was a complete
surprise. At opposite ends of the spectrum
in magnitude and purpose, they’ve helped
the CSO to consolidate support for existing
projects, and start others from scratch. We
are grateful to receive them and honoured by
their messages.
We have been working toward a bequest
program for some time and recently the CSO
has partnered with Chamberlains Law Firm
as Estate Planning Partner. Chamberlains
is a Canberra-based firm that provides
legal services in many areas of law and
specialises in developing tax-effective and
asset protective estate planning solutions for
individuals and businesses.

Our partnership with Chamberlains will
demystify the estate planning process and
facilitate gifts to the CSO through bequests.
Their legal work and any ongoing legal advice
to support the CSO’s bequest program is
being provided pro bono. With Chamberlains’
help, we’ll ensure the wishes of the donor are
honoured and the gift’s impact is profound.
To launch the program and celebrate
our partnership, Chamberlains is offering
CSO subscribers a $300 discount on their
estate planning services. Alternatively, CSO
subscribers who engage their services can
forego the discount and Chamberlains will
donate $300 to the CSO. The CSO thanks
Chamberlains for their support.
As a bequest recipient, the CSO can help
Canberra’s future generations experience the
power of music and we ask, respectfully, that
you consider the CSO in your estate planning.
Tim Langford
Philanthropy
T 02 6247 9191
M 0400 344 394
tim.langford@cso.org.au

